THE  TRIPLE  ALLIANCE

to other than Russian attacks found no favour with the
Count. When, not without difficulty, I had obtained his
Majesty's authorisation to commence official negotiations,
I travelled home for that purpose by Vienna.

Before my departure from Gastein I addressed (Sept
10) the following letter to the King of Bavaria:

' Gastein : September 10, 1879.

' Your Majesty was so gracious on a former occasion
as to express your most exalted satisfaction with the efforts
which I directed to the object of securing for the German
Empire peace and friendship with both her great neigh-
bours, Austria and Russia alike. In the course of the
last three years this problem has increased in difficulty,
as Russian policy has come to be entirely dominated by
the partly warlike revolutionary tendencies of Panslavism.
Already in the year 1876 we received from Livadia re-
peated demands for an answer in such form as might be
binding upon us to the question whether the German Em-
pire would remain neutral in a war between Russia and
Austria. It was not possible to avoid giving this answer,
and the Russian warcloud drew for a time Balkan ward.
The great results which, even after the congress, Russian
policy reaped from this war have not subdued the restless-
ness of Russian policy in the degree which would be de-
sirable in the interests of peace-loving Europe. Russian
policy has remained unquiet, unpacific;- Panslavistic Chau-
vinism has gained increasing influence over the mind of
Czar Alexander, and the serious (as, alas, it seems) disgrace
of Count Shuvaloff has accompanied the Czar's censure
of the Count's work, the Berlin congress. The leading

minister, in so far as such a minister there is at present
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